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Pathways Connecting Interests 
to Lifelong Success 
In this session we consider how informal educators, like 
those working in libraries, can help youth make connec-
tions between youth interests, academics, and future 
opportunities. We will look at the features informal 
educators can build into activities to help young people 
recognize how those interests can lead to academic 
success, employment, and engagement in civic life.

To dig into these topics, participants will work together 
to design learning components they can add to their 
activities to help youth make the connection between 
informal learning, academics and future opportuni-
ties. The participants will look at the needs of youth 
and families they serve related to connecting interests, 
academics, and career pathways and will build a frame-
work for creating interest-based college career learn-
ing for youth. And, they will develop action plans for 
building community relationships so to build a continu-
um between formal and informal learning in support of 
youth interests and success in adulthood.

In this workshop, we will tackle the challenges informal 
learning educators face when supporting connections 
between youth interests, college career pathways, and 
school-based learning. We will build on the experience 
of the participants and work on a framework for infor-
mal educators to implement. Participants should bring 
ideas for designing facilitated learning experiences with 
youth that support college career readiness. They will 
work in groups to collectively determine how to advance 
their ideas as a way to facilitate connecting learning 
across a community while at the same time connecting 
youth to their personal interests.
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